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20: October 

Click for past News-bites 

Join the Southern African Alumni  

NETWORK 

SEE ALUMNI VOICE 

“Amplifying Youth Voices” 

for more on the Summit 

Congratulations to 

Siya and our team for 

taking us on a journey 

of hope, pride and 

jubilation. 

INCLUSION 
 

• Importance of Inclusion 

• Continental Youth Summit  

• INNOVATION FUND call 

• AU Youth Month 

• Amplifying Youth Voices 

• Volunteer Linkage Platform 

• Expanding Perspectives 

Globally 

• Countdown 2030/2063 

INCLUSION is possibly no better represented 
than by our current Springbok rugby team. In 
reaching this point, the Springboks have endured 
a tough, but transformative process to be the 
leading team on field. 
 

Unfortunately, the same cannot be said for 
exchange and volunteering where inclusion 
remains a massive barrier to entry. None the 
less, the topic of inclusion and start of 
progressive steps to transform exchange and 
volunteering are firmly on the agenda. 
 

In September, the AGYI Beninese Network 
hosted a continental conference on inclusion 
which was attended by WESSA, SAAN, SAwN, 
SAGENet and other key stakeholders in the 
sector [continued over page]. 
 

 

southernafricanalumninetwork@gmail.com  

The Southern African Alumni Network hosted its first Continental Youth 

Summit on 23rd October – 25th October. The Summit kicked off with the 

networks book launch. The much-anticipated book tells of the 

experiences of young people from all walks of life who went on exchange 

around the world. WESSA’s AGYI worked in partnership with the SAAN to 

give the platform to youth involved in international exchange and 

volunteering. Delegates came from Benin, Tanzania, Kenya and other 

African states to participate in the conference and network with their 

alumni counterparts. Among those attending were government 

representatives, civil society organisations and alumni from exchange and 

volunteering initiatives. The Summit not only included people who could 

attend the summit but was streamed on the SAAN Facebook page, 

allowing other alumni from the around the world to participate and 

contribute to the sessions. The network plans to launch its own app and 

toolkit next year. 

 

SA AGYI stakeholders at the Inclusion Workshop 

mailto:youth@wessa.co.za
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/cwu66dzwbzwhbrs/AAAytvgoReWj9G_J0G_NsAbJa?dl=0
https://www.facebook.com/SouthernAfricanAlumniNetwork/
mailto:southernafricanalumninetwork@gmail.com
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AGYI Partner & Steering Meetings 
18 – 22 November - Tanzania 
 
COUNTDOWN 2030 TRAINING 3 
25 – 28 November – Berlin – Germany 
Hosted by Bridge-it! as the 3rd youth 
training workshops to prepare for 
CD2030. 
 
Countdown 2030 & beyond CONFERENCE 

2 – 6 December – Cologne – Germany 

 
PARTNER MATCHING CONFERENCE 
Johannesburg – SA 
2 – 6 March 2020 New partnerships 
within the wwB, CHAT and other 
exchange formats. 
 
2 x SKILLS in EXCHANGE WORKSHOPS 
TBC January/Feb – Johannesburg – SA 
1) Hosted by WESSA and the Skills 
Working Group. 
2) A collaborative skills relevant 
workshop hosted by WESSA AGYI with 
SAwN 
 

UPCOMING within the 

framework of the AGYI & 

related activities 

 

Please see last month’s News-bite for details on 

YOUTH MONTH and use the links below to share 

your stories with the African Union. 

Reports can be emailed to amandac@africa-

union.org; cc NontobekoT@africa-union.org; Tag us 

on social media: Twitter- @AUYouthProgram; 

Facebook- Africa.youth; LinkedIn – African Union.  
 

 

NOVEMBER is Africa YOUTH MONTH . . . . . . . . . . 

. 

INCLUSION CONTINUED - With inclusive participation as central to the workshop, 
deliberations carefully considered the barriers, including social perceptions, 
infrastructure, resourcing and more in an effort to identify strategic pathways to 
bring about change. 
 

An important take-away from the workshop was a commitment by AGYI to be more 
inclusive in all aspects of its work and to ensure that inclusion receives appropriate 
focus to bring about concrete change. 
 

WESSA will factor an inclusion strategy into its presentation for a post-pilot service 

offer in November when it meets with the AU, BMZ, GIZ and other partners. 

INNOVATION FUND – CALL for proposals    The 

German Federal Government together with the African Union Commission (AUC) 

have launched the first open call for project proposals under the African-German 

Youth Initiative (AGYI) Innovation Fund.  

The aim of the AGYI is to improve youth exchange and mobility between African 

countries and Germany and to develop essential competencies and skills among 

young individuals from African countries and Germany by focussing on sustainable 

global development and strengthening the idea of ‘global citizenship’. 

Eligible for funding are projects in the fields of: 

1. Enabling African alumni from German-African youth exchange programs to act 
as multipliers for youth exchange and youth voluntary services, 

2. Promotion of innovative and inclusive approaches of African-German or 
trilateral youth exchange for skills development in line with the SDGs and the 
AU Agenda 2063 and  

3. Promoting innovative community-based change projects within the context of 
African-German youth exchange and voluntary youth services to implement 
the AU Agenda 2063 and/or the SDGs. 

Interested applicants from Benin, Ghana, Togo, South Africa and Tanzania are 

invited to download the relevant application forms and information using the following 

link: https://www.gfa-group.de/agyi/  

Applicants need to submit their project proposals no later than 14th November 2019 

midnight South Africa time to the South African Country Coordinator e-mail 

address: Jurie-van.Niekerk@gfa-group.de (Queries can be made to Jurie) 

“The more we increase the 

active participation and 

partnership with young 

people, the better we serve 

them. … And the more 

comprehensively we work 

with them as service 

partners, the more we 

increase our public value to 

the entire community.” 
Carmen Martinez 
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Voice   

alumni  

 “Amplifying Youth Voices”  
(Left) SAAN Facebook call for Alumni Stories 

from which the ALUMNI BOOK was developed 

and launched at the summit (below image of the 

cover of the book) 

(Below) Teddy “The 

Bead Man” from 

Zimbabwe who made 

the alumni key chains. 

Teddy was part of the 

beading team that 

built a life-size beaded 

Mercedes Benz to 

commemorate the 

history of Mercedes in 

South Africa 

(Above center) Participants from Benin and 

South Africa brighten our world.  

(Above) Walusungu Ngulube was key to 

summit planning but did not participate 

as she was presenting at the 

International Organisation on 

Migration in Switzerland. Walu is a past 

AUYVC to AGYI with WESSA. 

(Above & right) SAAN membership owned 

every aspect of the Summit from planning to 

implementation. Youth for Youth by Youth.  

“I don’t believe in charity. I believe in solidarity. Charity is vertical, so it’s humiliating. 

It goes from the top to the bottom. Solidarity is horizontal. It respects the other and 

learns from the other. I have a lot to learn from other people.” — Eduardo Galeano 

Below quote expresses WESSA’s gratitude for the relationship 

and admiration it has for SAAN ….. #leaders 

mailto:youth@wessa.co.za
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10th – World Science Day - Innovation 

19th – World Toilet Day 

20th – Universal Children’s Day 

21st – World Fisheries Day 

25th – International Day for the 

           elimination of violence against 

           women 

If you would like to receive the international AGYI Quarterly Newsletter, please register here 

 

Calendar of special days  

November 

 

Volunteer Linkage Platforms Workshop 
WESSA represented the AGYI at the Volunteer Linkage Platforms workshop hosted by the African 

Union in Kigali, Rwanda this month. This was the third Linkage Platform workshop which have 

been the engagement process to develop a digital platform that will dramatically enhance 

coordination and consolidation of the volunteer and exchange sector across the continent. 

Further workshop participants included several government departments/ministries, with Dr 

Bernice Hlagala from Department of Women Youth and Persons with Disabilities representing 

South Africa; civil society organisations and associations with Mary Mlambo of SAwN representing 

the Weltwaerts organisations; the UNV; France Volontaires and several youth organisations and 

academics. 

Progress to date is relatively advanced with mock-ups of the platform being shared and receiving 

input from delegates. While it is clear that the platform will drive a common agenda and likely 

lead to far more accurate and meaningful data on impact, serve as a resource base for examples 

of best practice and provide an outlet for youth opportunities in the sector to be communicated, 

it was also noted that there is a tremendous amount of work to be done across the continent to 

understand what is essentially a largely fragmented sector with some tough underlying political 

challenges. 

WESSA will continue to share progress updates as the process moves towards going live. At this 

point we anticipate the need for training of the sector to be able to contribute to the platform in 

a meaningful way. 

 

 

 

With less than 8 weeks to 

go before our SADC youth 

team, together with the 

Francophone and German 

youth teams host CD2030 

in Cologne, it would be fair 

to say that things are pretty 

manic! But good. 

By the very nature of the 

project, it is ambitious and 

has placed a tremendous 

responsibility on the youth 

teams who have had to 

work across language, 

cultural and distance 

challenges. 

The final programme is now 

live and response from the 

international youth 

community to participate 

exceeded expectations. 

 
While the SADC and 

Francophone teams have 

enjoyed one physical 

exchange, all three teams 

will meet for the first time 

in the last week of 

November for their final 

training & planning. 
www.countdown2030.net  

 

 

 

Expanding Perspectives Globally 

 

 

 

 WESSA participated at the BKJ and IjAB hosted 

conference in Cologne this month where 

practitioners and experts in the field of cultural and 

global learning convened to evaluate challenges and 

successes of pedagogies and their contribution to 

the 17 SDGs. The conference further served as an 

analysis or review of work that has been taking place 

within the framework of the AGYI. 
 

Most impactful to WESSA was that the conference 

reinforced how work within the AGYI has increased 

its attention to honest reflection and interrogation 

of the status quo, the value of different perspectives 

and the importance of our work in contributing to 

global sustainability. 
 

As delegates we were exposed to diverse 

development practices that included film, drama, 

poetry, music and more. Tying these into global 

learning and sustainable lifestyle learning must 

ideally become better embedded in all that we do. 

 

mailto:youth@wessa.co.za
https://daj.engagement-global.de/newsletter-4716.html
https://countdown2030.net/
http://www.countdown2030.net/
www,countdown2030.net
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Download 

your copy of 

the ….. 

mailto:youth@wessa.co.za
https://www.dropbox.com/s/la1vm8rc1ygo5jv/Guidelines%20-%20Responsible%20Exchange%20and%20Volunteering%20-%20V1%202018.pdf?dl=0

